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A Welcome Letter by Phi Lambda Sigma 

Hello Readers, 

Welcome to the First Edition of the Phi Lambda Sigma Newsletter created for the Temple University School of 
Pharmacy Community! We hope you enjoy reading everything we have put together for you and find it 
resourceful! We also hope that you can join us in celebrating the achievements and acknowledging the hard 
work of everyone highlighted in the Newsletter. For this edition, we invited Dr. Peter Doukas, the past Dean 
of Temple University School of Pharmacy, to share with us his Temple story and his vision of the school after 
spending more than 50 years at our institution. On behalf of the entire Temple University School of Pharmacy 
community, we want to thank him for all the hard work he has put into this institution so far through the 
various roles he has fulfilled throughout his journey at TUSP! 

What is Phi Lambda Sigma (PLS)? 

The purpose of Phi Lambda Sigma, also known as the National Pharmacy Leadership Society, is to promote the 
development of leadership qualities. While Rho Chi honors scholastic achievement, Phi Lambda Sigma 
compliments Rho Chi by honoring leadership. At TUSP, Phi Lambda Sigma is responsible for organizing 
professional activities within the school such as the Welcome Back BBQ, Cultural Diversity Day, Faculty 
Appreciation Day, Pharmacy Week and more! Each year, PLS also develops a mentorship program for the 
incoming first year students which pairs them up with a student in their second, third or fourth professional 
year, to allow for a smoother transition into Temple’s professional pharmacy program. To become a member 
of Phi Lambda Sigma one must be nominated by a peer after completing the first professional year and 
demonstrate dedication to service and leadership in the advancement of pharmacy. 

Phi Lambda Sigma E-Board 2019-20 
Left to Right: Zach Rebollido (Delegate), Nani Nicanor (Secretary),  
Kyle Lamb (President), Jeel Dudhat (Vice President) and Paul Papi (Treasurer) 
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A Letter from Dr. Doukas 

Dear TUSP students: 

Temple University School of Pharmacy (TUSP) was established in 1901 as an academic vehicle of personal 
transformation at this unique university whose founding mission embodied access to higher education for 
qualified students of modest means. Throughout its history TUSP has provided the opportunity for thousands 
of individuals to attain a professional degree and thereafter pursue personal and professional success 
according to their talents and interests. Many of TUSP’s graduates have moved far beyond the school’s 
modest nexus and have themselves become both agents of transformation for our profession as well as 
accomplished leaders in a broad array of careers. The individuals listed below are noteworthy examples of 
our more than 9,000 alumni who have achieved success in their professional careers, and are the 
embodiment of Temple University’s mission made manifest. 

 Thomas Lake, President, Eli Lilly and the Lilly Endowment 
 Burton Greenblatt, CEO of G & W Laboratories 
 Dr. Charles Kumkumian, Chief Chemist of New Drug Evaluation, FDA 
 James Dolusio, Dean, School of Pharmacy, University of Texas 
 John Autian, Dean, School of Pharmacy, University of Tennessee 
 Lewis F. Gould, Jr., Partner, Duane Morris, and Temple University Trustee 
 Michael Renzulli, former CEO of Sally Beauty Corporation, the largest beauty supply company in the world 
 Frank Rubino, Community Pharmacist, and Chair of the PA Board of Pharmacy 
 Dr. Gerald Yakatan, President / CEO of Avanir Corporation; and, now Chairman and CEO of IRISYS 
 Mel Brodsky, Executive Director, PARD, Keystone Pharmacy Purchasing Alliance 
 Michael Cohen, MacArthur Fellow and President of the Institute for Safe Medication Practices 
 Dr. Irv Gibbs, Director of Pharmaceutical Development, RW Johnson Pharmaceutical Research Institute 
 Dr. George McCormick, Vice President for Drug Safety and Disposition, Cephalon 
 Richard Bryan, President and CEO, Roth International 
 Dr. Lawrence Lesko, Director, Office of Clinical Pharmacology, CDER / FDA 
 Dr. Frank Nice, FDA Project Manager 
 Dr. Calvin Knowlton, Co-Founder, Chairman of the Board and CEO, Tabula Rassa Health Care Inc 
 David Kwasny, President RESTATT, LLC; and, now member of the Board of Directors of Heritage Health 

Solutions 
 Edward G. McGinley, President, New Jersey State Board of Pharmacy; President, National Association of 

Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) 
 Dr. Charles Bell, Chief Medical Officer, Cere Core 
 Sheila B. Connor, Deputy Chief Counsel and Associate General Counsel, Wyeth; and now, Vice President 

and Chief US Counsel for Biogen 
 Lonnie Moulder, President and CEO of Tesaro Biotechnology Corporation, and Temple University Trustee 
 Edith Rosato, President, NACDS Foundation; CEO, Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy; and now, CEO 

Hemophilia of Georgia 
 Grady Grant III, Director of Sales, Eli Lilly; Vice President, Medical Sales, Mead Johnson; and now, Vice 

President, Sales, Tissue Tech, LTD 
 Martin Van Trieste, Vice President for Quality, Amgen; and, now CEO of Civica Rx 
 Ray Tancredi, Divisional Vice President, Specialty Pharmacy Development, Brand Rx and Vaccine 

Purchasing, Walgreen’s Co. 
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 Scott Giberson, Director of the USPHS Division of Commissioned Corps Personnel and Readiness; and, 
former US Assistant Surgeon General 

 Marylou Watson, US Patent Attorney, Fox Rothschild 
 Dr. Sonak Pastakia, Professor, School of Pharmacy, Indiana Institute for Public Health, Purdue University 
 Dr. Michael McGraw, Director of Regulatory Affairs, TEVA 
 Sabri Ibrahim, President, CEO and Founder of Pharmacy of America 
 

The foundational sources of success arise out of the ground substance of one’s being as reflected in a strength 
of character, will, intelligence, and persistence. These innate qualities are cultivated and nourished by the 
family through emotional sustenance and personal example. Each of the personal successes identified above 
give eloquent testimony to the hard work of parents laboring to assemble pieces of their particular dreams, 
to nurture and fulfill hesitant hopes of something better for their children, as they themselves transformed 
the time of their life into the currency of future opportunity. Each of these successes also speaks to the 
importance of mentors in the developmental process, and each demonstrates the exercise of personal 
responsibility in shaping one’s destiny. TUSP is proud to have been there at the “beginning”, to have provided 
the framework and the academic tools that helped to inform the life trajectories of these outstanding 
individuals who in turn now serve as models to current and future students. 

I came to TUSP as a graduate student / teaching assistant in 1965, and completed my doctoral degree in the 
fall of 1969 after which I joined the faculty at the invitation of then-dean Alfred N. Martin. As part of his 
developmental plan for the School Dr. Martin awarded me a post-doctoral research fellowship to study 
medicinal chemistry and molecular pharmacology at two leading institutes in Germany and Holland. Thus, in 
my second year as a faculty member I had the great fortune of spending a year abroad, a major 
transformational experience – a trip from the urban landscapes of Brooklyn and Philadelphia back to the “old 
world”. Upon returning from Europe I re-entered my role as a faculty member, teaching in several courses 
and working to establish a research program. Throughout the next four and a half decades TUSP became the 
surface upon which many of the transformations, the manifest experiences, triumph and tragedies, and the 
fluid kaleidoscope of my life unfolded. 

In the 1980’s I was fortunate to develop a research partnership with Dr. John O’Neill, Chair of the Department 
of Pharmacology at the School of Medicine; we were successful in gaining several years of research funding 
from the Department of Defense to study and develop compounds that had activity as either prophylactic or 
treatment therapy against exposure to nerve agents. As the years progressed, I was fortunate to enjoy the 
company of graduate students who chose to work in my lab; together we created a special zone of friendship, 
filled with laughter and music along with the imperatives of serious scholarly pursuit. 

In July of 1990 President Peter Liacouras appointed me Acting Dean of the School of Pharmacy, and Dean in 
the fall of 1993. The appointment to the dean’s office was unexpected – it has afforded me a life experience 
I would never have dreamed of in my youth. In this capacity I had the privilege to work alongside an 
outstanding number of faculty and staff who developed academic programs of ever-growing quality with 
which to engage outstanding student cohorts at both the professional and graduate level. In the more than 
5 decades I have been at Temple the university has grown in size (from the standpoint of physical facilities as 
well as student numbers) and in national reputation and international recognition; its research standings 
have steadily grown along with its impact at every level of its multifaceted enterprise. 
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In parallel with the University’s ascent, TUSP has also grown in strength and reputation. It can boast an 
outstanding Pharm D program that provides an evidence-based curriculum grounded in outcomes 
assessment and a strong clinical experience (validated by excellent board scores and the successes of our 
graduates), as well as elective tracks that afford opportunities for degree-differentiation. This latter aspect is 
most helpful in opening an array of different career opportunities. The School has established the nation’s 
largest graduate (MS) and certificate program in Regulatory Affairs and Quality Assurance (RAQA) for industry 
and regulatory professionals, and has recently pioneered a new MS in Global Clinical and Pharmacovigilance 
Regulations for Pharm D students and graduates. TUSP’s research enterprise has grown substantially, 
affording opportunities for both graduate and Pharm D students to work in state-of-the-art facilities under 
the mentorship of outstanding researchers. The School houses several unique research facilities including: 
the Moulder Center for Drug Discovery Research; the Jayne Haines Center for Pharmacogenomics and Drug 
Safety; the c-GMP Solid Dosage Form Facility; the Pharmacokinetics and Bioanalysis Lab; the Proteomics / 
Metabolomics Facility; and numerous faculty research labs. Work arising from several of these facilities has 
generated intellectual property that now forms the basis of several start-up enterprises. TUSP now stands at 
the threshold of a new “phase shift” to an even better set of operational coordinates with which to engage 
future students as well as alumni and other partners. 

I have often said Temple University, as an engine of social transformation, is the catalytic surface upon which 
individuals can transcend the conditions of their historical circumstance. To that end I feel a sense of 
accomplishment in playing a part within the University’s internal machinery to assist students to achieve a 
measure of mobility and economic stability through the exercise of their talents, while providing the means 
to inform their understanding of the world within which they move. Temple is also an economic engine that 
provides sustenance to those who are actors within its enterprise. To that end I am thankful for the years 
that my family and I have enjoyed in a comfortable life made possible by my association with this very special 
institution. 

In conclusion, I return to the list of alumni at the beginning of this narrative. They are representative of the 
thousands who chose TUSP with which to partner as they embarked on a journey of intellectual and 
professional development. It is important that we recognize their accomplishments as the essential hallmark 
of the School of Pharmacy’s legacy, for they embody the range of possibilities available to TUSP graduates, 
the open-ended roads of opportunity. In my opinion this is the reason for our being as an academic enterprise 
on behalf of our students, who are indeed our greatest asset and their successes our greatest 
accomplishment. 

Thanks to Phi Lambda Sigma for extending this opportunity to share some thoughts with the TUSP student 
community. Thank you for choosing Temple, and I wish you all continued good health, good fortune, and 
success in your endeavors moving forward. 

 

Peter H. Doukas, PhD 
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Kappa Psi - Fellowship and High Ideals 

This semester so far, KY has had the opportunity of working on exciting projects. Through a collaboration 
with The Bethesda Project, KY brothers lent a helping hand at the kitchen on a Sunday afternoon at “Our 
Brother’s Homeless Shelter”, here in Philadelphia. This new partnership entails many more 
opportunities, as the semester goes on, for meaningful community service, and we look forward to 
continuing the Bethesda Project. KY brothers also attended the PCOM Wellness festival with other TUSP 
Students, helping with patient registration and health care screenings.  

 
Yonatan Ghidey, PharmD Candidate 2022 
Kappa Psi – Beta Omega Historian 
 

  
Picture 1: Left to right: 
Austin Murphy & Noah Wheeler at Our Brother’s 
Homeless Shelter 

Picture 2: Left to Right: 
Samuel Saitie, Christian Cevallos, Paul Papi, Kyle Taylor, Zach 
Rebollido, and Olayori Oseni at the PCOM Wellness Festival 
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New Jersey Pharmacists Association (NJPhA)  
Annual OTC Competition 

 
 Saturday, October 12th, 2019, the 149th New Jersey Pharmacists Association (NJPhA) Convention 
was held at Harrah’s Casino in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Each year, the convention creates a special 
schedule for their student members for opportunities to learn, network, and lastly compete in the yearly 
OTC Student Competition. Every year Dr. Mancano hosts try-outs and prepares our team for this 
“Jeopardy-style” competition, which occurs between the different student chapters of NJPhA. TUSP 
members competed against Rutgers University, University of the Sciences, Long Island University, Touro 
College of Pharmacy, and Fairleigh Dickinson University. For the third year in a row, Temple won the 
championship! Temple University’s NJPhA Chapter has participated in the competition for the past 9 
years and has won 7 times total. 
 
Natalie Chambers, PharmD Candidate 2021 
NJPHA – President 
     

 

 

Picture 1: Left to Right 
OTC Competition Team: Deep Majmundar, Brett Nguyen, Shalana 
Crudup, Ann Sam, Michael Nguyen  

Picture 2: Left to Right 
President Natalie Chambers and 
Vice-President Erin Connor 
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The Rho Chi Society: Helping to Further 
Your Education Chi 

The students of the Rho Chi Society have been very busy welcoming the new PY1 students to TUSP! 
Primarily, there have been many Rho Chi students who have been partnered up with PY1 students for 
private tutoring sessions. Tutoring sessions have covered the more difficult subjects of the fall semester 
including Medicinal Chemistry, Infectious Diseases, and Immunology. In September, the Rho Chi Society 
hosted a session called “How to Survive PY1 Exams.” There were about 15 Rho Chi students who 
presented about how they studied for each subject for PY1 students. PY1 students were able to ask 
questions and of course enjoy pizza! In November, the Rho Chi Society partnered with Dr. Miklich to 
present an information session about a future in academia. Dr. Miklich presented a wonderful 
presentation illustrating life in academia. She described the three pillars of academia which include: 
teaching, scholarship, and service. She also illustrated how time-consuming life in academia can be and 
the rigorous application process. But, most importantly she discussed ways that students can start to 
tailor their CV to obtain a future in academia. Numerous students were in attendance asking questions 
and used this event as their co-curricular event for the semester! 
 
Justina Tesauro, PharmD Candidate 2021 
Rho Chi – President 
 

  
Picture 1: Left to Right 
Zach Rebollido, Nick Martin, Doug Desimone, Paul Papi, Halil 
Kasimoglu, Justina Tesauro, Kimia Sadeghi, Lazina Chowdhury, 
Venera Pano, Lauren Nguyen  

Picture 2:  
An Introduction to Life in Academia by Dr. Miklich 
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Snpha Children’s Mission 

Each month, Temple’s Student National Pharmaceutical 
Association (SNPhA) collaborates with Philadelphia's Coalition 
Against Hunger and aids in their Children's Mission Event. 
Founded in 1996, the Greater Philadelphia Coalition Against 
Hunger strives to build a community where all people have the 
food, they need to lead healthy lives. The Coalition connects 
people with food assistance programs and nutrition education; 
provides resources to a network of food pantries; and educates 
the public and policymakers about responsible solutions that 
prevent people from going hungry. Our SNPhA members assist 
in the process of distributing free meals and educate the 
community on many disease states including diabetes, stroke, 
HIV, and mental health. Under the direct supervision of a 
preceptor, students provide blood pressure screenings and are 
able to provide medication adherence counseling and provide 

information and handouts to patients. This monthly event helps our chapter gain insight on healthcare 
disparities in the minority communities of Philadelphia. 

Kathleen Anne (Nani) Nicanor, PharmD Candidate 2021 
SNPhA – President 
 
Vaishnavi Gopalakrishnan (PY4): “I enjoy volunteering at Children’s Mission because it’s a unique way to 
interact with the underserved seniors in North Philadelphia. My favorite part is performing BP checks, 
because we cheer whenever someone is at goal and their face brightens up! Our impact in the community is 
notable. We counsel on chronic conditions and have seen significant improvement in our patient’s overall 
health over the years. I have become a better student pharmacist because of Children’s Mission, and I 
encourage other students to attend!” 
 
Dalena Truong (PY2): I loved volunteering at the children’s mission because it was and continues to be an 
opportunity for our SNPhA chapter to serve members of a local underserved community. From educating on 
different disease states such as diabetes, stroke, and mental health and doing blood pressure screenings, we 
as student pharmacists help our community feel empowered to make the right health care choices. The 
underserved population does not always have easy access to health education, so being able to take a few 
hours out of our day to provide this for those who need it most is truly rewarding. 
 
Nathan Nguyen (PY1): Recently, I went with SNPhA to the Children's Mission to help volunteer and give blood 
pressure readings to the people who came out that month. It was an enjoyable experience being able to 
show people the importance of having monthly blood pressure screenings to see if their medication was 
working or not. It really is a great feeling being able to apply the knowledge learned from the classroom and 
being able to help my community in becoming more knowledgeable about their health condition. I also really 
enjoyed meeting the people who run Children’s Mission, as they were very accommodating and really kept 
the process run smoothly during the whole experience! 
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SSHP - A Trip to the Capitol 

 We (Jeel Dudhat and Kiley Margolis) are pharmacy 
students in the third professional year at Temple University School 
of Pharmacy. On September 25th, 2019, we joined members of 
PSHP at the state capitol in Harrisburg. The mission of this visit was 
to talk to some of the legislators about several pharmacy related 
bills and share our perspectives on them. This was our first 
experience with advocating for legislative issues. 

During this legislative day, we focused on highlighting 
House Bill 770 (also known as the Pharmacy Technician 
Registration Bill). Pennsylvania is currently only one of the three 
states that have no requirements for pharmacy technician 
registration. Registration would allow an employer to obtain an 
accurate background check that would also contain records of any 
reports on diversion with regards to their potential future 
employees. In addition, this bill would provide for tighter oversight 
of technicians in the area of patient safety. To assist in this effort, 
we were joined by Christopher Jerry, the founder and CEO of the Emily Jerry Foundation. One of the 
objectives of this foundation is to lobby to establish state and federal legislation that assures strict controls 
in professional training, education, testing, and professional code of ethics for pharmacy staff routinely 
engaged in sterile intravenous (IV) compounding, assuring optimal patient and medication safety for all. We 
started the day by joining some of PSHP members, including PSHP President Lawrence Carey, to meet the 
staff of Senator Bob Mensch who represents the 24th Senatorial District of Pennsylvania. During this meeting, 
we were able to shadow and learn how to advocate for legislative issues. Later, we spoke with legislative 
directors from our home districts to discuss the importance of this bill and to garner support. We also met 
with Representative DeLuca, the sponsor of this bill to reiterate the importance of this bill and to advocate 
on behalf of the profession of pharmacy. 

As student pharmacists, this day gave us an opportunity to learn and engage in the legislative process 
early on in our careers. Two of the key takeaways that we learned were 1), how easy and open the process 
of engaging with the legislators and the staffers was, and 2), that  they want to hear from us about issues 
related to pharmacy as it enables them to make informed decisions during the legislative process. With this 
message, we hope to inspire other student pharmacists and current pharmacists to get involved in the 
legislative process so that in the future, we can reduce reactive legislation and increase proactive lawmaking. 

Jeel Dudhat and Kiley Margolis, PharmD Candidates 2021 

 
 

Picture 1: Left to right, Kiley Margolis (Policy and 
Legislative Advocacy Chair, SSHP), Jeel Dudhat (VP, SSHP) 

Picture 2: Left to right: Bill George (Director, Rep. DeLuca’s office), Steve Sheaffer (PSHP Legislative Committee), Christine 
Roussel (PSHP President-Elect), Vince Lacroce (PSHP Legislative Chair), Lindsay Gladysz (Doylestown Hospital), Kim Mehta 
(WPSHP President), Danielle Auxer (DVSHP Past President), Margaret Barca (Technician Rep to PSHP Board), Chris Jerry (EJF 
Foundation), Rep. Anthony DeLuca, Barbara Knightly (Pentec Infusions), Kiley Margolis (PY3, Temple University School of 
Pharmacy), Alan Cohn (Director, Rep. DeLuca’s office), Jeel Dudhat (PY3, Temple University School of Pharmacy), Lawrence 
Carey (PSHP President), Lawrence Jones (PSHP Executive Director). Not pictured: Shawn Parekh (BuxMont President). 
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Summer Internship Experiences  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Field of Pharmacy: Industry 
Name: Sabina Zamanova 
Company and Location: Johnson & Johnson located in Raritan, NJ 
Position: Global Regulatory Affairs Summer Intern  
 
Description: During my internship, I got an opportunity to work with the global regulatory affairs team in the 
lifecycle management of their portfolio, to get exposure to the global regulatory environment that Janssen 
works in. I obtained experience in completing a PBRER Submission, an Annual Report, as well as a Prior 
Approval Supplement in response to a safety label change notification proposed by FDA.  I joined various 
cross-functional team meetings which include label working group meetings, RLCP Rapid Response Team 
meetings, PBRER planning meetings, and Global Regulatory Affairs Established Product team meetings. I had 
a commenting opportunity towards the FDA Draft Guidance for Industry on Considerations for the Inclusion 
of Adolescent Patients in Adult Oncology Clinical Trials. Lastly, I work cross-functionally to get a thorough 
understanding of the role of Health Authorities such as FDA and EMA, as well as other organizations like the 
WHO 
 
Advice: Be proactive in learning what the position entails and try your best in obtaining skills which would be 
applicable within that specialty.  Persistence is key!  
  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Field of Pharmacy: Managed Care 
Name: Gary Bledsoe 
Company and Location: Capital BlueCross, Harrisburg PA  
Position: Commercial Formulary Pharmacy Services Intern 
 
Description: My internship consisted of making edits to the commercial formulary. I created prior 
authorization criteria for new drugs and revised and edited criteria for existing drugs. I prepared documents, 
PowerPoints, and presented at the quarterly P&T meeting.  
 
Advice: My advice to students interested in the managed care industry would be to get involved in the AMCP 
chapter. Reaching out to insurance companies and PBMs in the area for shadowing opportunities is also an 
excellent way to get involved.  



12 
 
 

Field of Pharmacy: Community Administration 
Name: Alex Taormina 
Company and Location: CVS Health, Cape Cod, MA 
Position: Summer Leadership Development Intern 
 
Description: My summer consisted of working for CVS/Pharmacy in a new market that experiences a 
dramatic uptick in business over the summer. The increase in the amount of people on the Cape, makes the 
area a challenging one for any business especially pharmacy. I was able to take part in weekly leadership 
development meeting, assist different pharmacists in the daily running of the pharmacy and work throughout 
the market networking with different people. I was also able to take part in a visit and tour of Omnicare and 
a trip to 1 CVS Drive where we were able to meet with different VPs, sit in on the town hall had meet the 
CEO, Larry Merlo.  
 
Advice: My advice to anyone who is interested in community and works for CVS would be to do this. Every 
experience has its ups and downs, but this summer experience is what you make it. I was able to see a new 
market, learn new ways of doing things, gain a deeper understanding of the business of pharmacy and 
network with people who I would have never had the opportunity to meet. Come up to the Cape with an 
open mind, expect to work and expect some rough days.  If you were to ask me if I would do it again, I would 
say yes.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Field of Pharmacy: Industry 
Name: Brittney Do 
Company and Location: West Pharmaceuticals in Exton, PA 
Position: Product Marketing 
 
Description: As a product marketing intern, I was given the task to develop a market landscape of all the 
robotic IV automations and closed system transfer devices that were out on the market. I, then, computed 
an analysis of the units of oncology drugs that were sold and the revenue it generated in the past 5 years. 
This was to understand how many possible units of West closed system transfer devices or robotic IV 
automations that would be possibly sold. These products are used in adjunct with oncology drugs; therefore 
the analysis is showing a possible forecast in revenue and units sold if we were to sell these products. I 
presented my work in front of the executives of the company, in hopes they would implement my marketing 
plan for the future of the company. 
  
Advice: My advice is to talk to as many people you can and ask questions. And once you’re aware of what 
you want with this Pharm. D, go full force!  
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Field of Pharmacy: Community 
Name: Lita Amzovski 
Company: ACME  
Position: ACME Summer Intern 
 
Description: Throughout the 8-week summer internship with ACME, I 
gained valuable skills such as presentation skills, business etiquette, and utilizing MTM 
platforms. This internship allowed me to step out of my comfort zone, experience the business 
end to community pharmacy, meet many great people within the company, and build life-long 
relationships. Working for ACME pharmacy has shown me what true patient care is. The time, 
clinical services, and trust that our pharmacists provide for our patients is what I wish to continue to be a 
part of and make a difference every day.  
 
Advice: I recommend this internship to pharmacy students with a large interest in community pharmacy and 
interest in being part of a company that gives great exposure to patient care services such as vaccination 
promotion and MTM services. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Field of Pharmacy: Inpatient Pediatrics 
Name: Akili O. Martin 
Company and Location: Nemours/ Alfred I. DuPont Hospital for Children, Wilmington, DE 
Position: IV technician 
 
Description: My summer experience at Nemours was not much like the past summers I’ve had since 
beginning over ten years ago as a technician in May 2008. Being one of the Senior Technicians, I am one of 
few who train new pharmacy techs and interns in the IV room on aseptic technique, calculations and first 
dose order/ batch production. I also learned the skill of Quality Assurance (QA) testing for the IV room staff 
to ensure their processes are US 797 compliant (a governing body for hospital clean rooms). I’ve attended a 
P&T meeting where Nemours pharmacists, physicians and other administration decide the drugs that will be 
added and taken off hospital formulary. I have also had the chance to shadow a Clinical Pharmacist on rounds 
with the entire patient care team where I was able to witness live pharmacist-directed medication 
interventions in the Hematology/Oncology patient care unit. 
 
Advice: Unlike other internships, my summer experience was a little unorthodox in the sense that I am 
technically not an “intern”, but an IV technician in pharmacy school that had exposure to the 
different areas of clinical pharmacy. I would advise anyone to appreciate any learning 
experience, whether or not it is an official internship. Any and all you encounter in your 
academic career are pearls in your development into a great clinician! 
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Field of Pharmacy: Addiction Counseling 
Name: Lauren McDaniel 
Company and Location: APhA’s Institute on Alcoholism & Drug Dependencies in Salt Lake City, UT 
Position: Ambassador 
 
Description: I attended the Institute in 2017 through Dr. Canney’s program with TUSP. This conference is 
unlike any other in that you truly learn to empathize with and understand the disease of addiction. While this 
is a great opportunity to network with other pharmacists and student pharmacists, this experience is one 
that is so personal and leaves you with so many memories to make it so unique. This past summer I was 
chosen through APhA to be an ambassador for the program. I was able to attend the conference early to help 
set up and work “behind the scenes” for the long weekend. The experience I had as an ambassador allowed 
me to get to know the speakers, pharmacists, and students on a more personal level and brought me even 
more amazing memories. I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to attend the Institute more than 
once, to see both sides of the conference, and to have the bonds that I formed. I really hope to continue this 
tradition! 
 
Advice: My advice for students who are interested in this experience is to express your passion while writing 
the interest statement to Dr. Canney.  Whether you have a personal story or just a passion for the field, this 
conference will teach you so much. Only a few students can be selected each semester, so if you don’t get 
chosen your PY1 year, try again! It’s worth it. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Field of Pharmacy: Research 
Name: Ralph Agbor-Enoh 
Company and Location: National Institutes of Health (NIH), Bethesda, MD  
Position: Research Fellow 
 
Description: We researched the expression of Mutant P-go in cancer cells in vivo in an attempt to modify 
them to actively pump drugs into the cell rather than export, resulting in efficient killing and lowering of IC50, 
doses, and AEs. Essentially, we designed plasmids with desired P-go mutations, transferred the genes into 
cancer cells using a virus, and confirmed the expression of P-gp with flow cytometry and Western Blot 
analysis. Finally, we compared the effects of chemotherapy drugs on the modified cancer cells. 

 
Advice: There are many opportunities for internships at the NIH that Pharmacy Students are not aware of. I 
encourage Temple students to go for them. It looks better on a resume and pays well. 
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Field of Pharmacy: Public Health  
Name: Rohit Marri Reddy 
Company and Location: Bridging the Gap (my site was Beckett Life Center)  
Position: Intern  
 
Description: Bridging the Gap is a community focused internship, I was paired up with a fellow healthcare 
student (in my case a Temple Med student), and we helped run a summer camp at Beckett Life Center. The 
campers were children from the surrounding area. My co-intern and I were tasked with providing dental and 
cardiac education to the campers (such as healthy foods, diet, exercise, and proper dental hygiene). It was a 
eye opening experience!!!  
 
Advice: Put yourself out there! Even if you feel that you are "introverted" or "shy" you can surprise yourself! 
Public health/community service requires you empathize with people who have/currently face hardships! If 
you want to get involved, look around your community and see what you can do to help! It might be 
something as simple as just volunteering a few hours a week or month, at a local community center!!!  
The best advice would be to look around! Pharmacy is a diverse field, and you can surely find your interest if 
you look around! Also make sure to ask your TUSP Family! We are all here to help!  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Field of Pharmacy: Independent Compounding 
Name: Kendra Adams 
Company and Location: Advanced Rx Compounding Pharmacy 
Position: Pharmacy Summer Intern 
 
Description: I worked 40 hours a week at Advanced Rx, and my daily duties consisted of typing new 
prescriptions, counseling patients on how to use their medications, and educating them on common side 
effects. Doctor calls were transferred to me for verbal request, verifying allergies, and health conditions, and 
I also assisted with administrative duties as needed.  A portion of my time was spent in the compounding lab 
assisting the lab technicians with compounding creams, ointments, and making capsules.  
 
Advice: For students who are interested in completing a summer internship, my advice would be to think 
about the areas of pharmacy that you find interesting and do research at least 3 months before summer 
break begins to see what types of summer internships are available and what the deadlines are for 
applications. The summer internship is an opportunity to gain more knowledge about a particular field of 
pharmacy so take advantage of the opportunity by learning as much as you can and always do your very best 
because you may be offered a job at the end of the internship like I was. 



16 
 
 

Field of Pharmacy: Education & Training 
Name: Myungsun (Sunny) Ro 
Company and Location: Johns Hopkins Home Care Group, Baltimore, MD 
Position: Student Intern 
 
Description: As the student intern for the pharmacy’s education and training team at Johns Hopkins Home 
Care Group, I completed various projects related to the education and training of the pharmacy staff. More 
specifically, these involved updating the Standard Operating Procedures, standardizing naloxone dispensing 
across outpatient pharmacy locations, implementing an updated meeting attendance-tracking program, 
creating standardized training lists for the infusion pharmacy staff, collecting feedback from the technicians, 
and presenting on the 2018 Updates to the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program to outpatient pharmacy 
staff. The summer internship program also included a number of professional development workshops, social 
events, networking opportunities, shadowing of pharmacists in various departments, and a field trip to the 
American Society of Health System Pharmacists headquarters in Bethesda, MD. The program concluded with 
a final presentation of each intern’s summer project(s) to which the entire department of pharmacy across 
the Johns Hopkins Health System was invited to attend. 
 
Advice: Academics should be of utmost priority, but it is also crucial to make meaningful connections with 
your classmates, upperclassmen, faculty, and staff at TUSP- we are all family here! Be proactive, respectful, 
and direct in sharing your goals and asking for help. As for the Johns Hopkins pharmacy internship, this 
program offers opportunities in numerous departments - Formulary Management, Specialty Services, 
Investigational Drug Services, Clinical Applications, Administration, Medication Safety, Critical Care/Surgery, 
Pediatrics, Oncology, Infectious Diseases and more in both inpatient and outpatient settings, so you can 
definitely find something that will fit your interests! 
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A CHRISTMAS TREAT 
 

Ingredients:  

• 2 of cups of popped popcorn (around 2 bags)  
• 12-16 oz. of white chocolate chips/melts  
• 12 candy canes, crushed  

Directions:  

• Place popped popcorn in large bowl  
• Melt white chocolate in the microwave and pour it 

over the popcorn until fully coated  
• Dump out bowl onto cookie sheets/wax sheets  
• Generously sprinkle crushed candy canes over the 

popcorn  
• Let it cool and dry; then break it up and serve!  

Ingredients: 

 1 bag of checkerboard shaped pretzels  
 Holiday M&M’s plain chocolate candy (red and 
green)  
 1 bag Hershey’s Hugs Chocolates  
 1 bag Hershey chocolate kisses  

Directions: 

 Preheat oven to 170 degrees  
 Place pretzels on a cookie sheet and place one 

Hugs Chocolate or Hershey’s kiss on each pretzel 
 Place cookie sheet in preheated oven and bake for 

4-6 minutes  
 Remove from oven and immediately place one 

M&M on top of each pretzel  
 Place cookie sheet in freezer for 10 minutes 
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Cherry Red, Merry Red Crossword Puzzle 

 
Across 

2 Green leaves 

4 Internal Medicine PGY-2 Residency Program 
Director 

5 Silver    

9 Centralized service to manage students' 
applications 

10 Red nosed 

11 Pathophysiology and    

Down 

1 Temple has this many campuses 

3 Joy to the    

4 Exams PY4s have to take 

6 How many libraries does Temple University 
have? 

7 The amount of credits and weeks PY4s must 
complete 

8 Famous snowman 

12 Wrapped package 

1 

2 

3 

4 5 6 

7 8 

9 10 

11 12 
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