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Magid Abou-Gharbia is a Laura H. Carnell of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at Temple University’s School of Pharmacy, Magid 
joined Temple University in 2008 following his 26-year tenure 
as a medicinal chemistry researcher and leader in the pharmaceutical industry, where he rose 
through the ranks to ultimately become Senior Vice President for Chemical and Screening 
Sciences at Wyeth Research (now part of Pfizer).  Magid led research teams that delivered 
numerous new chemical entities into clinical evaluation and identified 10 innovative new drugs 
that benefit millions of patients worldwide, including blockbuster drugs such as antidepressants 
Effexor® and Pristiq®, first FDA approved antibody-drug conjugate Mylotarg®, and Tygacil®, an 
innovative antibiotic for treating resistant bacterial infections.  

In 2008 Magid founded the Moulder Center for Drug Discovery Research, a medicinal chemistry-
centric academic drug discovery center whose mission is to discovery novel drugs for unmet 
medical needs, provide guidance to academic researchers and train the next generation of drug 
discovery scientists.  Under his leadership the Moulder Center established collaborations with 
Temple University faculty members and external institutions in the US and abroad. The Moulder 
Center enhanced the school’s entrepreneurial mission by discovering novel molecules for 
treatments of IBD, metabolic disorders, cancer, addiction and lysosomal storage diseases, which 
are currently licensed for development by 3 spins off companies.  Since its inception the center 
has brought in over $20 million in funding, including a $5 million endowment from Lonnie and 
Sharon Moulder. 

Dr. Abou-Gharbia has held a number of leadership positions since joining Temple.  He served as 
Temple School of Pharmacy’s Associate Dean for Research from 2008 – 2019 and as the director 
of the Moulder Center for Drug Discovery Research from 2008 – 2020.  In recognition of his 
contributions and success he was named Laura H. Carnell Professor in 2013. 

Magid’s research has resulted in over 126 publications.  He has co-authored 5 book chapters and 
delivered over 230 presentations as an invited lecturer at scientific conferences and academic 
institutions worldwide.  He is an inventor of record on over 130 issued US patents and over 350 
issued non-US patents.  Magid has received numerous awards in recognition for his research 
contributions including two ACS Heroes of Chemistry awards for discovery of Effexor® and 
Torisel®, Induction into New Jersey Inventors Hall of Fame and the ACS Medicinal Chemistry 
Hall of Fame, Proctor Medal, Chemical Pioneer Award, Pennsylvania Bio Award and Educator of 
the Year Award, Grand Hamdan Award for Excellence in Biomedical Sciences and Drug 
Discovery and Temple University Service Award in 2022. He is a Fellow of both the American 
Chemical Society and the Royal Society of Chemistry. 

Magid received his Ph.D. degree in chemistry from University of Pennsylvania in 1979. He holds 
a Bachelor’s degree (1971) and a Master’s degree (1974) in Pharmaceutical Sciences from Cairo 
University.   
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